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NEWS AND REPORTS 
Clerk’s Corner by Carrie Bruha, Town Clerk 
 

We may have three elections this year: 
April 7: Presidential Preference Primary and the Spring Election.  
Aug. 11: Partisan Primary 
Nov. 3: General Election 
 
Voters can check their voter registration status or request an absentee ballot online at MyVoteWI. 
Register by mail or MyVoteWI until the third Wednesday before an election (must be postmarked). After 
then, registration is required in the clerk’s office until 5 p.m. on the Friday before an election or on election 
day. 
 
MyVote WI, (https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ ) also allows a registered voter to request an absentee ballot. 
If the clerk does not have a copy of the photo ID on record, it will prompt the voter to attach a copy. 
Voters can also request an absentee ballot by email (please use clerk@erin.wi.gov) or mail. It must be in 
writing. Voters cannot request an absentee ballot for someone else. When requesting an absentee ballot, 
include your name, the address where you are registered in Erin, the address to mail the ballot and the 
election(s). 
 
Permanent overseas voters, military voters or temporary overseas voters may receive a ballot by email or 
fax.  
 
Absentee ballots must be mailed or returned to the clerk on or before the election day. Please allow 
enough time (three days if local and at least one week if out of state) for the clerk to receive your ballot. 
Wisconsin does not allow ballots returned by email or faxed. 
 
Photo ID is required for voting. 
 
Dog licenses due March 31 
All dogs 5 months and older must be licensed annually by March 31. The application is on the town 
website under Forms. To license your dog(s), complete one application per dog, the license fee (check or 
cash), the rabies certificate (this is returned to the owner) and a stamped self-addressed envelope. There 
is a $10 late fee if the dog is not licensed by March 31. This does not apply to puppies too young to license 
or if you acquire a dog later in the year. 
 
Tax receipts 
Instructions for printing your tax receipt from the Washington County website: 

• Go to www.washcowisco.gov   

• On the left side of the main page, click on Taxes/Assessment information.  This will take you to the 
Washington County Ascent Land Records site 

• Choose the municipality by clicking on the drop-down and pick T3-TOWN OF ERIN 

• You can search by last name, street number or parcel ID. 

• Once you find your parcel, click on the red parcel number and it will take you to your parcel 
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 REPORTS 
Fencing and Safety Measures 

• In - ground pools must be completely enclosed by a non - 
climbable fence at least four feet high , with a locking gate .  

• Automatic pool covers may be used instead of fencing if they 
are ASTM F1346 - 91 compliant . These covers must:  

 Support at least 485 pounds 

 Pass perimeter deflection and surface drainage tests  

 Restrict access when the pool is not in use 

 Be operated by a key switch or touchpad 

 Be installed by a certified professional 

 Have documentation submitted to the Town prior to use  

• Above ground pools with a deck height above four feet are 
generally exempt from fencing; however, all ladders, steps, or 
access points must be secured with a locking gate. 

• A portion of a building may serve as part of the enclosure if 
the pool is located at least 10 feet from the building . 

Electrical Safety 

• Pools must be located at least 20 feet from overhead electric 
power lines. 

• A minimum 10 - foot horizontal clearance is required from 
service drops or other open overhead wiring. 

• All outlets serving pool equipment must be protected by a 
ground current interrupter (GFCI) . 

• All applicable state and local electrical codes must be 
followed.  

 
Planning ahead and understanding these requirements can help 
prevent delays, ensure safety, and protect neighboring 
properties. If you’re considering a pool project this season, please 
review the full code or contact the Town of Erin with any 
questions before construction begins.  
 
Enjoy the warmer weather — and swim safely! 

 
Emergency Management/Enforcement 
Officer by Bradley 

Bautz, Director 
 

Welcome to winter. A 
reminder that if Dennis 
Kenealy or I declare a snow 
emergency, vehicles cannot be 
parked on or along any town-maintained road. This is done during 
larger snowfall events. As a matter of practice during any snow 
event, please do not park vehicles on or along the roadway. If a 
vehicle goes into the ditch, it should be removed as soon as possible. 
It also must be removed by a licensed towing service for the safety of 
all and to prevent other crashes.  
 
The State of Wisconsin finally developed guidelines for small 
municipalities to use as a format for their Emergency Operations 
Plan. I will be reviewing and updating our plan accordingly. 
 
ATV and UTV use on town roads is allowed. All town roads are 
UTV routes. Chapter 350 of Town Code governs their use. However, 
they are NOT allowed on all county roads. They are not allowed on 

(Zoning, Continued on page 3) 

information screen 

• Choose the Select Detail Taxes 

• Click on the correct tax year 

• A small box will open, click on Printer Friendly 

• The next screen will open from which you can print the receipt 

 
Chairman’s Update by Dennis Kenealy 
 

The town accomplished much this past year: 

• Many miles of town roads were improved and brought up to 
standard 

• The park has beautiful new buildings and playing fields 

• The park signs have been repaired and enhanced 

• The town hall was painted 

• The Veterans’ Memorial was cleaned and painted 

• We purchased necessary equipment such as a snowplow, gator 
and lawnmower to upgrade and maintain our services for 
everyone. 

 
While we have several projects on tap for this year, we are getting to 
the point of more maintenance, which is a good thing. 
 
As they leave their positions, thanks to Ken Priesgen and Mike 
Stapleton for their work as town supervisors and to Bob Bruha for 
his years as Road Commission Chair. 
 
We will be appointing some committee members this spring. There 
may be some openings for those positions. If you have an interest, 
please contact Town Clerk Carrie Bruha at 262.673.3682.  

 

Zoning News and Reminders  
by Ken Priesgen, Zoning 
 

As spring approaches, many residents begin planning outdoor 
projects, like installing a new swimming pool or upgrading an 
existing one. Before you dig in, the Town of Erin would like to 
remind property owners to review and follow the Town’s swimming 
pool regulations to ensure safety, compliance, and smooth project 
approval.  
Town regulations apply to constructed swimming pools (not 
ponds), whether in-ground or above-ground , that meet any of the 
following criteria:  

• A depth greater than three feet 

• A diameter greater than 12 feet 

• A surface area greater than 120 square feet  
 
These pools are permitted in districts that allow residential use, 
provided the following requirements are met:  
Location  

• Pools must be set back a minimum of 10 feet from all side and 
rear lot lines.  

Drainage  

• Pool drains must be located so water discharge occurs at least 
25 feet from any septic field or drywell. 

• Drainage may not flow onto or over a neighboring property.  
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REPORTS 
the sheriff’s office and local radio stations. Notices will also be 
posted on the town posting boards and website.  

 
At any time of year: 

• Open fires must be attended at all times 

• The jurisdictional fire department or preferably the Washington 
County Sheriff’s Office must be notified of any bonfire in excess 
of 10 feet in diameter or if a large area of grass is burned, 
typically more than a quarter acre. 

• Fires can’t be started on the roadway surface, and only leaves 
and grass can be burned in the right-of-way. 

• The burning of garbage, plastics, rubber, treated wood, 
petroleum products or anything that emits noxious or toxic 
odors is PROHIBITED. The DNR already bans the burning of 
these items as they pose a health hazard to residents. 

• DNR regulations also prohibit businesses from disposing of 
solid waste by burning. 

Have a safe and happy winter and spring. 

 
Erin Park by Maureen Fitzsimmons-Vanden Heuvel 
 

In late October, we were approached by Michael Panella, who is part 
of the Erin Disc Golf Summer League, about partnering with the 
Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) to have a flex-start 
tournament every Sunday at Erin Go Bragh Park starting in mid-
November and running through Dec. 28. The tournaments were run 

(Park, Continued on page 4) 

Hwy Q east of Hwy K, because Waukesha County does not allow 
them on the roadways. They are also not allowed on state highways, 
which includes Hwy 83 and Hwy 167. No, you cannot drive the ATV/
UTV to the town park. Also, operation in the town is only allowed 
between 5 a.m. and 10 p.m. Operating ATVs/UTVs between 10 p.m. 
and 5 a.m. is a town violation. 
 
BURNING 
Please follow the burning ordinance. We had several complaints last 
year involving burning. Please be cognizant of conditions before you 
burn. It can be especially dangerous during the spring after the snow 
melt before everything “greens” up. In November 2020, there was a 
large grass fire off of Erin Road that required the evacuation of some 
homes in the area. Fourteen fire departments responded to 
extinguish the fire. 
 
Your fire must be attended at all times. You must be near the fire. 
You cannot burn during a burning ban. Do not burn if the wind 
speed is greater than 12 miles per hour. Violations can result in a 
citation from the town. Follow the rules: 

• No burning permits are required 

• When fire danger is high, very high, or severe, all outdoor 
burning is banned (this includes fireworks, which are already 
restricted by county ordinance) by order of the emergency 
management director, or town chairman. 

• Outdoor cooking is an exemption. For such a ban, I will notify 

(Zoning, Continued from page 2) 
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by Michael and his daughter, Madison 
Stubbs—our local 12-year-old disc golfer 
ranked 5th in the world for her division in 
2025.   
  
Four sanctioned tournaments at Erin Go 
Bragh Park brought in 74 participants. In 
addition, six players became PDGA 
members after playing these 
tournaments—quite an accomplishment 
since snow and cold weather started on 
Dec. 1, with more than six inches of snow 
in the park. The tournaments brought in 
$250, which was amazing given the snow 
and below-freezing temperatures during 
December. 
  
Thank you Erin Disc Golf League for your 
$250 donation to Erin Go Bragh Park! And 
thank you Michael and Madison for your 
mission to grow the sport of disc golf 
among junior and women players. Players 
interested in playing future events can look 
for dates on www.DiscGolfScene.com  
  
While the cold and snowy weather of 
December hampered disc golf play, it was a 
boon for sledders to the park in December 
and January. If you haven’t visited our park 
during the winter, you are missing out on 
an exciting sledding experience. Come join 
us! 

 
Erin Soccer by Paul Zimmer, President, Erin 

Soccer Club 
 

Erin’s Annual Leah Fenney Tournament in October was a 
great success. It would not have been possible without 
the support of many volunteers from the Club’s families, the 
community, and local businesses. Thank you for all that you have 
done. Thanks also to the Town of Erin and its staff for their 
assistance. We are looking for sponsors for this fall’s tournament, so 
please reach out if you are interested in being a sponsor. 
 
This winter, the Club introduced some indoor soccer programming. 
The Club has three teams participating in an indoor soccer league 
organized by Uihlein Soccer Park in Milwaukee. It’s great to see 
these Erin teams sporting their jerseys against some new opponents. 
A new indoor soccer facility is planning to open in February in 
Richfield where the Club is exploring offering additional indoor 
soccer opportunities. Stay tuned to our website and social media for 
more information, or feel free to contact the Club with any 
questions. 
 
If your child is interested in playing soccer this spring, we are 
accepting mid-season registrations subject to team availability. 
Please visit the Erin Soccer Club website to register.  We have teams 
for children ages 4 through 13. Practices are one to two times a week 
at Erin Go Bragh Park next to the Erin Town Hall, and most games  

(Park, Continued from page 3) are played on Saturdays. We are a recreational club and part of the 
Kettle Moraine Soccer League. Join us for fun, fitness, and fair play. 
 
Would you or someone you know like to earn some extra money as a 
soccer referee? This opportunity is great to help kids aged 12+ to 
learn while making a little extra money. Please contact us for more 
information. 
 
Follow us on our Facebook page or check our website to stay up to 
date on club happenings. 
Erin Soccer Club Contact Information:  
Website: erinsoccer.org  
Email: erinsoccerclub@gmail.com  
Facebook: Erin Soccer Club 

 
Hartford Union High School 

Soaring to Success & Building for the Future: A Look at Hartford 
Union High School (HUHS)!  
 
What an incredible time to be 
part of the HUHS community. 
.We are absolutely thrilled to 
share some outstanding news 
that reflects the hard work and 
dedication of our students, staff, 
and community.  
 
We are proud to announce our 
10-point jump on the state re-
port card, earning an Exceeds 
Expectations rating. This signif-
icant achievement is a testament 
to our collective commitment to 
student success. Even more im-
pressively, we rank #1 in the 
state in target group outcomes 
change, meaning no other dis-
trict showed greater improve-
ments for students in the lowest
-performing quartile. This dis-
tinction highlights our unwaver-
ing focus on ensuring every stu-
dent thrives. We're also proud 
to be ranked #6 in overall dis-
trict growth, showcasing the 
incredible academic progress all our students have made. While we 
celebrate this fantastic report card, we also recognize it as one valua-
ble tool among many that helps us reflect on our strengths and con-
tinuously strive for improvement.  
 
Our momentum extends far beyond the classroom! We’re excited to 
share an update on the referendum that passed in November 2024. 
This investment is crucial for capital maintenance, career and tech-
nical education, safety and security, and other vital facility needs. 
These are all designed to enhance the learning environment for our 
students for years to come. Many projects are already complete, 
demonstrating the swift impact of your support. These include the 
addition of Parking Lot D, multiple bathroom renovations, and es-
sential security upgrades. We are also eagerly anticipating the com-
pletion of our  

(HUHS, Continued on page 12 ) 
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Erin School once again 
scored in the highest cate-
gory of the Wisconsin state 
report card. Our state re-
port card also ranked us 
in the top 7% of the State 
and 29th out of 420 dis-
tricts.    
 
While standardized test 
scores are only one piece of 
the learning puzzle, we are 
proud of our teacher and student efforts! The goal of the district is 
not to chase scores but to make sure we continue to prepare each 
student to be successful in high school and beyond. We continue to 
focus on growth for each and every student who enters our 
school.  Looking at all of our results, we believe we are being suc-
cessful reaching our goal.  
 

Congratulations to our girls basketball team who took 1st place in 
the Girls 7th/8th Grade Silver Division Basketball Tournament!  This 
was an especially exciting win as we had a mixed grade level team of 
5th -8th grade girls! 
 
Stem Success Spotlight 
Congratulations to Brodie K. (6) , Blake T. (7), and Logan D. (7) for 
an outstanding achievement in robotics and STEM! 
 
As members of The Athletic Technics (an Oriole Ascent Robotics 
& STEM team made up of students from Hartford and surrounding 
communities), they—along with their teammates—earned top hon-
ors at both of their season tournaments and are advancing to the 
2026 FIRST® LEGO® League Wisconsin Championship.   
 
This season marks Logan’s fourth year competing and the first year 
for Blake and Brodie, making their success even more exciting. 

 
Erin School Next Steps:  
Capital Referendum  
Thank You For Taking 
The Community Survey!  
Thank you, Erin, for par-
ticipating in our commu-
nity survey. We had a 
36% response rate. Ac-
cording to School Percep-
tions, the typical re-
sponse rate is under 
20% . 
 
Erin's Community Sur-
vey Says:   
of respondents would support a referendum of around $2.9 million if 
the top priorities focused on safety, security, system, and building 
improvements.  

 
The Board of Education carefully reviewed your feed-
back. After considering community interest and overall 
cost, the Board reduced the proposed referendum to 
$2.75 million over 15 years. The need for air condition-

ing will be addressed through a separate fundraising campaign.  
 
The Board of Education remains committed to being responsible 
stewards of your tax dollars while continuing to provide a strong K–
8 educational experience for our students.  
 
How We Got Here — and Why Now  
The timeline on page 6 shows that Erin School has worked diligently 
for many years to maintain its facilities. Historically, we addressed 
facility needs through the annual operating budget. Recent projects 
have included:  

• Replacing a well that recently failed  

• Repairing sections of the roof  

• Repairing the septic system  

• Updating the HVAC system and boilers  

• Remodeling kindergarten through third-grade classrooms  
 
However, we are no longer able to keep up with these growing needs 
through the regular budget alone. State revenue limits have not kept 
pace with inflation or the increasing costs of maintaining school 
facilities.  
 
To fund major facility projects, school districts ask voters for addi-
tional support through a capital referendum. In fact, nearly 99% of 
Wisconsin school districts have pursued a capital referendum. Erin 
is one of only four districts (out of 421) that has not.  

(School, Continued on page 6) 
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Please note that Erin School has a separate tax base and received no 
funding from the HUHS referendum.  
 
What Would the District Use the Funds For?  
Facility Challenges  
The District hired an independent firm to evaluate the condition of 
the school building, which was originally constructed in 1958. The 
findings of this report were a starting point for the 
District.. The full facility report can be viewed at: 
erinschool.org/district/facility-improvement-
planning.cfm or scan this QR Code to visit our Ref-
erendum page on our website. 
 
Safety and Security Improvements  

• space into a classroom and add a receiving area at the back of 
the school. Repair and reconfigure the parking lot to improve 
traffic flow, drainage, and overall safety.  

• Update school entrances with new, secure doors to enhance 
building security.  

• Repair sections of the front entrance foundation that are sink-
ing and address damaged concrete in this area. 

Renovations  

• Convert existing custodial Currently, small-group instruction 
is taking place in hallways and offices.  

• Update classrooms in the 1979 and 1992 building additions, 
including addressing ADA compliance needs.  

System Updates 

• Upgrade outdated electrical, HVAC, and plumbing systems, 
some of which date back to the original 1958 construction and 
are nearing the end of their useful life.  

 
Why Funding Is Needed  
The cost of addressing these critical safety, facility, and infrastruc-
ture needs exceeds what can be funded through the District’s an-
nual operating budget.  
 
4K and 5K Registration  
4K and 5K registration is now taking place. If your child will be 4 
or 5 years old on or before September 1, 2026, and is not currently 
attending Erin School, please see our website for a registration 
form, or stop by the office to pick one up. Forms are due by April 
17, 2026. Our 4K Drop in will be held Friday, May 8th.  
If you have any questions, please contact Donna Runte at 262-673-
3720 ext. 4105 or runte@erinschool.org  
 
A Full Day Designed Just for 4K  
We offer Full Day 4K sessions:  
Monday/Wednesday with alternating Fridays  
Tuesday/Thursday with alternating Fridays  

 
Did You Know We Offer a 4K Extended Day Program? 

 Need care for your 4K child beyond the regular classroom 
schedule? Our 4K Extended Day Program is a wonderful option for 
busy families!  

(School, Continued on page  7) 

(School, Continued from page 5)  ERIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 TIMELINE OF PAST MAINTENANCE EFFORTS 
 Erin School has always managed facility improvements within our annual budget but growing 

needs and unexpected emergencies now exceed what our budget can cover. Below is a timeline of 
what we have done in the past 10 years.  

*Energy Efficiency Project was $1.7M, we levied $1.3M 
If you have questions about this process, please contact our District  

Administrator, Mrs. Kalina, at 262-673-3720. 

REPAIRED/
MAINTAINED  CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 

$16,781.45  
Fire Door Repair  
Alarm Inspection  

Floor Updates  2024-25 

$141,339 
HVAC in MPR & Other HVAC 

Updates 
Water Softener & Iron Curtain 

Carpet Replacement 

$32,319.36  
Air Handler Install  
Plumbing Repairs  
Flooring Updates 2023-24 

$178,624.31  
Roofing Project | New Well  

HVAC Updates  
Library Water Damage  

Blacktop Updates 

$87,132.22  
Heating & A/C Repairs  

Septic Backup  
Fire Alarm Upgrade 2022-23 

$251,332.16  
Replace Septic Tanks  

Exterior Painting  
Roofing Project  

Replace Carrier AHU 

$48,091.12  
Heating & A/C Repairs  
Univents/AHU Repairs  

Plumbing Updates 2021-22 

$183,322.92  
Concrete Floors  

Classroom Updates  
Boiler Project 

$33,143.06  
Plumbing Updates  
Electrical Updates 2020-21 

$123,116.96  
Fire Alarm | Doors  
Flooring Updates 

$21,660.93 
Electrical Updates 
Carpets Cleaned 2019-20 

$241,960.55  
Blacktop/Parking Lot Updates  

Electrical Updates  
Classroom Updates | Fire Doors  

Quartz Window Ledges  
*400,000  

Energy Efficiency Boiler Project 

$26,017.97  
Electrical Updates  

Heating Repairs  
Parking Lot Lights  

$698,712  
Boiler Project 

(consolidated boilers/
infrastructures) 2018-19 

$60,952.69  
Gym Floor  

Blacktop/Parking Lot Updates  
Lounge Updates 

$17,091.75  
Plumbing Updates  
Electrical Updates  

$179,369.86  
Carpet  
Roofing 

$26,157.65  
Floor Maintenance  

A/C Repair  
Air Handler Repair 2016-17 

$124,653.88  
Carpet  

Lighting Project  
Bleachers 

$15,293.35  
New Pressure Tank  
Pump 1 & 2 Repair  

Floor Repairs 2015-16  
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Community Engagement Sessions:  
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 3:30 - 4:30 and 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. And  
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 3:30 - 4:30 and 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
 
Looking for more information? Please access the Referendum Tab on 
our Website. 

(School, Continued on page  8) 

What does this mean for Taxpayers? 
*15 years based on Fair Market Value 

$200,000 Property   

Maximum Annual Impact  $110.00  

Maximum Monthly Impact  $9.17  

$400,000 Property   

Maximum Annual Impact  $220.00  

Maximum Monthly Impact  $18.33  

$600,000 Property   

Maximum Annual Impact  $330.00  

Maximum Monthly Impact  $27.50 

(School, Continued from page 6) 
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(School, Continued from page 7) 
 
On days your child isn’t in their 
scheduled classroom session, our 
Extended Day program provides a 
supportive, and engaging environ-
ment—just across the hallway 
from their 4K classroom!  
 
Children enjoy a full day filled 
with:  

• Hands-on learning centers 

• Play-based activities 

• Recess and movement  

• Rest time 

• Learning and growing 
through play  

 
We also offer Before and After 
School care for all students - 
This takes place in our multi-
purpose room (cafeteria) and is 
billed at $3.50/hour (billed in 15 
minute increments, price is subject to 
change). Children can be dropped 
off as early as 6:30 a.m., directly at 
the multi-purpose room doors, in 
the back of the building and are 
billed until 7:30. Anyone can be 
dropped off at 7:30 a.m. for no 
charge. Students are dismissed to 
their classrooms at 7:50 a.m. 
 
Open Enrollment –February 2 - 
April 30, 2026  
The open enrollment program 
allows parents to apply for their 
children to attend school districts 
other than the one in which they 
live. Students in 5-year-old kin-
dergarten to grade 12 may apply 
to participate in open enrollment. 
Open enrollment for 4-year-old 
kindergarten and early childhood 
education is limited. Please con-
tact Donna Runte to find out if 
your preschool-aged children 
qualify for open enrollment.  

How and when parents may apply? The open enrollment application 
period for the 2026-27 school year is from February 2 - April 30, 
2026. Late applications will not be accepted for any reason. Parents 
may apply on-line during the application period at https://
dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment. If you do not have access to the inter-
net, please contact us 
 
For more information, please contact Donna Runte at Erin School at 
262-673-3720 ext. 4105 or runte@erinschool.org or visit https://
dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment.  

(School, Continued on page 9) 
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Our elementary students did a 
fantastic job singing and enter-
taining the packed gym during 
their Holiday performances. All 
4K- 5th grade students wrapped 
up the performance holding can-
dles and singing a heartwarming 
rendition of Believe.  
 
(School, Continued on page  10) 

Our 8th grade class did 
an amazing job perform-
ing a Snow Biz at the 
Schauer Arts Center for 
their Holiday program 
this past December. All 
8th grade students par-
ticipate in this perfor-
mance in some capacity. 
This is a long-standing 
Erin tradition of over 30 
years! 
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REAL ESTATE

   EHO 

JASON R. BONESTEEL

Your neighbor and  
real estate expert in Erin

 Start your home search at jasonrbonesteel.shorewest.com

Call or Text 262.719.0132

With the backing of Wisconsin's Largest Home Seller™



 

 

SCHOOL/COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

10 

(School, Continued from page  9) 
 Child Find  
Erin School District is required to locate, identify, and evaluate all 
children with disabilities, including children with disabilities at-
tending private schools in the school district, as well as homeless 
children. If you have concerns regarding your child, please contact 
the school at 262-673-3720.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
March 14 - Fun Fair - Join us for the 52nd Annual Erin School Fun 
Fair on Saturday, March 14th, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.! This 
beloved community event features fun for all ages, including carnival
-style games, a prize room, a café, a large silent auction, 50/50 raffle, 
and Washington Co K9 demonstrations. New this year—raffle bas-
kets! Bring your family, friends, and neighbors and enjoy an after-
noon of excitement while supporting Erin School. All are welcome!  

May 8th - 4K Drop In - New 4K students and families visit the 
4K Classroom  
 
May 21st - Fine Arts Night - Come and enjoy students’ artwork, hear 
the 4th - 7th grade bands perform and more.  
 
Stay in the loop  
Please check us out on Facebook to keep up on things happening at 
Erin School and also on Instagram at @erinschool_frank  
 
Job hunting?  
Are you looking for a job where you can pick the days you work? Do 
you like working with kids? Erin School is looking for substitute 
teachers.  
 
A Three-Year Short-Term Substitute license may be issued to an 
applicant who holds a degree from an accredited college or universi-
ty and has successfully completed an approved substitute training 
program, but has not completed a state-approved educator prepara-
tion program. Once an educator holds a current three-Year-Short 
Term Substitute license, they may short-term substitute at any Wis-
consin school district that wishes to hire them. Erin School wants to 
add you to its sub list.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, please 
contact Mrs. Kalina at 262-673-3720 ext. 5000 to schedule a 30-
minute meeting to learn about Erin School, the requirements of the 
job, the training program and how to apply for a license.  
 
Do you like to Drive - we are also looking for substitute bus drivers. 
If you are interested, please call Riteway at 262-644-5016.  

 

Jack Russell Memorial Library 
 

Library Hours  
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Sunday CLOSED  
 
The Jack Russell Memorial Library 
(JRML) is located at 100 Park Avenue in 
downtown Hartford. Library cards are issued free of charge to Erin 
residents by providing a photo ID and current address.  Children 
ages 5 through 8th grade may obtain a card with parental approv-
al.     
 
Check out our website https://hartfordlibrary.org/  to keep up with 
the latest events at the library!  We keep adding more adult and chil-
dren's programs.  
 
 
We have Rokus!!!  Tired of not being able to watch a show because 
you don’t have that streaming service? Now you don’t have to 
pay.  We now carry Rokus that are programmed with different 
streaming services like Netflix, Paramount, and Peacock to name a 
few.  Check out our Rokus here: https://hartfordlibrary.org/howdoi/
library-of-things.html 
 
As always, we have our Adventure Passes.  East Troy Railroad Muse-
um, Fond du Lac Children’s Museum, Green Bay Packer Hall of 
Fame Museum, Maritime Museum, and International Crane Founda-
tion.   Betty Brinn Children's Museum, Mitchell Park Domes, Schlitz 
Audubon Nature Center, Harley Davidson Museum, Kettle Moraine 
YMCA and the Milwaukee County Zoo. Passes are available for a 3-
day checkout period and available on a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis.  JRML is unable to place holds and accept advance reservations.    
 
Passes must be returned to the circulation desk, inside the library, 
due to the value of passes.  For each attraction, the library has pass-
es available for checkout with a limit of one pass per household at a 
time.  The library encourages those interested to call ahead to see if 
passes are available or visit https://hartfordlibrary.org/howdoi/
passes.html and click on “check availability” for the pass you want to 
borrow.   
   
Schauer Arts Center by Donna 

Dienhart, Marketing Director 
 

Celebrate 25 Years of Arts and Community at the 
Schauer Arts Center 
A vibrant mix of music, theater, nostalgia, and story-
telling awaits audiences this season at the Schauer 
Arts Center. From beloved animated adventures and 
laugh-out-loud relationship comedy to iconic rock 
anthems and heartfelt tributes, our lineup offers something for eve-
ryone. Each performance brings its own unique flair—inviting fami-
lies, music lovers, and theatergoers alike to share in the joy and con-
nection of live performance. 
 
Celebrating 25 Years—With a Chance to Win Big! 
This season marks a remarkable milestone: the Schauer Arts Center’s 

(Schauer, Continued on page  11) 
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(Schauer, Continued from page  10) 
 
 25th anniversary. Since opening our doors in 2001, the Center has 
proudly served as a vibrant cultural hub for the greater Hartford 
community and beyond. As we reflect on 25 inspiring seasons, we’re 
grateful for the artists, patrons, volunteers, and generous support-
ers—like you—who have shaped our story. 
 
Looking ahead, our vision remains strong: to be a vital resource that 
enriches the cultural, educational, and social well-being of our com-
munity. You’ve been an invaluable part of our past, and you can help 
make a meaningful impact on our future. 
 
Join the Celebration—Enter Our Anniversary Raffles 
Consider purchasing a raffle ticket to support the Schauer Arts Cen-
ter and ensure it remains a place where people come together to find 
inspiration and build lasting connections through the arts. 
 
Schauer Silver Celebration Raffle: October 16, 2025 – May 1, 2026  

• Grand Prize: $2,500 

• Second Prize: $1,000 

• Third Prize: $500 

• Plus: Five additional $250 winners 

• Tickets: $25 each.   
Tickets are sold from Oct. 16, 2025, to May 1, 2026. The winner 
will be announced at the season closer—The Electric Light Orches-
tra Experience Featuring Evil Woman—on Friday, May 1, 2026. (You 
do not need to be present to win.) 

 

 

Arts Experience Raffle #2: Dec. 11, 2025 – Feb. 21, 2026 
Win a Rock Musical Party Pack and exclusive cocktail reception 
with special guests. Enjoy six tickets to Don’t Stop Me Now: A Celebra-
tion of Rock Musicals on Thursday, March 26, plus a pre-show cocktail 
reception hosted by Executive Director John Hassig, complete with 
a toast alongside the performers. 
Tickets: 1 for $25 | 3 for $50 | 10 for $125 
Winner announced at BritBeat: The Immersive Beatles Tribute Ex-
perience on Saturday, Feb. 21.  

25th Anniversary Season Show Schedule 
Finding Nemo JR.: Schauer Rising Stars Productions, Jan. 23-Jan. 
25 
I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change, Jan. 30-Feb. 1 
The Lovin' Spoonful, Feb. 5 
Are You Ready For It? A Taylor Experience, Feb. 6 
Letters From Home, Feb. 7  
The King's Singers, Feb. 14 
Buckets N Boards: Comedy Percussion Show, Feb. 20 
BritBeat: The Immersive Beatles Tribute Experience, Feb. 21  
Dino-Light: A Glow in the Dark Adventure, Feb. 22  
The Barricade Boys Broadway Party, Feb. 26 
Eclipse: The Best of Pink Floyd, Feb. 28 
Comedy Zone: Greg Morton, March 5 
The Jungle Book: Missoula Children's Theatre, March 6-March 7 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, March 15 
The 3 Redneck Tenors: A Musical Adventure, March 19 

(Schauer, Continued on page  12) 
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pool update, which is scheduled to be finished in 
Spring of 2026.  
 

The excitement doesn't stop there. Construction officially kicked off 
in December for our technical education addition. This new facility 
will house an 8,000-square-foot construction lab and classroom, 
complete with a specialized plumbing mezzanine designed for hands
-on plumbing instruction and procedures, as well as mock houses. 
These hands-on experiences will afford students the opportunity to 
master essential skills such as roofing, siding, electrical, drywall, and 
window installation. This addition will complement our already 
thriving technical education facilities.  
 

Looking ahead to the summer of 2026, we have another project on 
the horizon: a comprehensive roof replacement. This work will in-
volve a full tear-off and replacement, along with the resurfacing of 
75% of our total roof, ensuring the long-term integrity of our build-
ings.  
 

Also slated for summer 2026 are several other key projects, including 
generator and HVAC replacements, replacement of our current prac-
tice field with state-of-the-art turf; track replacement; regrading of 
the soccer fields; and completion of our district-wide LED upgrade. 
This LED initiative is already paying dividends, having earned us 
most recently over $63,000 in Focus on Energy incentives and other 
rebates. 
 

Life is good at HUHS. We are incredibly proud of our academic 
achievements and deeply grateful for the community's support in 
building a brighter future for our students. Thank you for being an 
essential part of the HUHS family. 

(Schauer, Continued from page 11) 
One Night in Memphis, March 21  
Don't Stop Me Now: A Celebration of Rock Musicals, March 26 
CelloVoci: Vocal and Cello Trio 
Friday, March 27 | 7 pm 
Heartache Tonight: A Tribute to the Eagles 
Saturday, April 4 | 7 pm 
Comedy Zone: Tammy Pescatelli, April 9 
An Evening with C.S. Lewis: Starring Gregory Williams Welsch 
April 17 
The Great DuBois: Masters of Variety, April 18  
The Glenn Miller Orchestra, April 30 
The Electric Light Orchestra Experience featuring Evil Woman, 
May 1  
 
More exciting raffles are planned throughout our 25th Anniversary 
Season! Raffle tickets may be purchased at the Box Office, Monday 
through Friday, noon–5 p.m., or at any ‘Schauer Presents’ perfor-
mance. 

• A Season to Remember With a diverse lineup of productions, 
this season promises unforgettable moments for audiences of all 
ages and interests. Whether you’re revisiting classics, discover-
ing new talent, or diving into larger-than-life musical worlds, 
each performance offers an opportunity to escape, celebrate, and 
connect through the arts. 

• Thank you for your commitment to the past, present, and future 
of the Schauer Arts Center—we can’t wait to celebrate with 
you! For more information on shows, please visit schauercent-
er.org. 

 
(HUHS, Continued from page 4) 

St. Patrick Preservation by Maureen Fitzsim-

mons-Vanden Heuvel 
 

In 2025, St. Patrick’s Church very quietly celebrated its 170th anni-
versary.  No Masses or Irish Catholic traditions have been celebrated 
for a number of years and then, much like Brigadoon, St. Patrick’s got 
its own little bit of Irish magic, and it woke up! 
  
I’m sure many of you have noticed all of the activity. A fresh coat of 
paint on both the church and the rectory, clearing of brush and over-
grown trees and bushes, grading and landscaping.  
 
The church interior is in wonderful condition and the organ plays as 
beautifully as before. The rectory has required a great deal of clean-
ing, repairs and necessary updates, including the bathroom soon to 
be completed.    
  
The Milwaukee Archdiocese has given permission for the church to 
be used as a wedding chapel for non-denominational weddings and 
for Catholic weddings with a case-by-case review and approval by 
the Archdiocese. To be clear, Saint Patrick’s Chapel is no longer a 
Catholic Church within the Milwaukee Archdiocese; however, per-
mission is being granted for special Masses and prayer services. No 
nuptial Masses nor funeral Masses will be allowed at St. Patrick's, as 
those must be held in a parish church. 
  
After many years of being inactive, a Catholic Prayer Service near and 
dear to everyone Irish—the Rosary--was held on May 13, 2025. More 
than 20 people prayed on the front steps of Saint Patrick’s Church 
with a beautiful statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in honor of Our 
Lady of Fatima and the election of our first American Pope, Leo 
XIV.   
  
We were also honored to have Fr. Andrew Linn come for a St Francis 
of Assisi blessing of the animals Oct. 5 during the Leah Fenney Bene-
fit Soccer Tournament for which we shared our parking lots. Ani-
mals included puppies and ponies that were there for pony rides, our 
first official fundraiser. 
  
Most recently to celebrate the Christmas season, we wished every-
one passing by "Merry Christmas" on the sign in front of St. Patrick's 
and the display of a sparkling Nativity scene and shooting star. A 
single candle appeared on Christmas Eve in the front window of the 
rectory--which is an Irish tradition to welcome the baby Jesus. 
 The most exciting announcement for this New Year is a St. Pat-
rick’s Day Mass on Tuesday, March 17, at 9:15 a.m. commemorat-
ing the return of a tradition that took place for many years. We are 
grateful to Fr. Andrew Linn of St. Kilian’s in Hartford, who will be 
celebrating the Mass. Everyone is welcome. More information will be 
available on the St. Patrick’s Preservation website--
www.savestpatrick.com.  
  
We are also grateful to everyone who responded to the survey re-
garding plans for St. Patrick’s Church and rectory. We had well over 
100 responses, which were overwhelmingly positive to the question 
of preserving the St. Patrick’s Church and rectory. The feedback was 
also very positive to use the beautiful St. Patrick’s Church, with its 
spectacular stained-glass windows and seating for more than 150 
people, as a wedding chapel at a reasonable cost and for the rectory 

(St. Patrick, Continued on page 13) 
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Erin Youth Baseball Club by Debra Weber, 

Club Secretary  
 

As we gear up for another exciting season at 
the park, Erin Youth Baseball Club is thrilled 
to share several important updates, new op-
portunities, and upcoming events for our fami-
lies and community. 
 
Registration Now Open 
Registration is open for our lower divisions, including T-Ball and 
Coach Pitch. We are also excited to introduce something new this 
year: U10 (3rd/4th Grade) Girls Fastpitch Softball. This addition 
allows us to continue expanding opportunities for young athletes 
and growing the game within our Erin community. 
 
New Projects on the Horizon 
This spring, Erin Youth Baseball Club plans to build new dugouts 
and batting cages on the Coffey Field pending successful fundraising 
efforts. These improvements will enhance the player experience and 
provide long-term benefits for our teams and the park. We look for-
ward to sharing more details as plans progress. 
 
Upcoming Events and Important Dates 
Season Opener Event  
Saturday, May 30, is scheduled for a full-day celebration to kick off  

(Baseball, Continued on page 14) 

to continue to provide the 
church a restroom and to be 
used as a rental that would sup-
port wedding participants and 
others for housing. Also, cou-
ples having a wedding at St. 
Patrick’s could conveniently use 
the town hall for their recep-
tion.  
  
We look forward to celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day with the Mass 
at St. Patrick's at 9:15 a.m. fol-
lowed by the Town of Erin's 
46th Annual St. Patrick's Day 
Parade on Hwy. K, south of 
Hwy. 167. We so appreciate 
your continued support of this 
historic landmark and corner-
stone of the Erin community 
through the St. Patrick Preser-
vation Fund, Inc., and may St. 
Patrick shower you with bless-
ings more numerous than 
shamrocks! 
 

(St. Patrick, Continued from page 
12) 

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com	 Town of Erin, Hartford, WI	 E 4C 01-1385



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

14 

 

of Feb. 7 and 8. 
 
Souper Bowl for Caring 
On the weekend of Feb. 14 and 15, participate in the Souper Bowl for 
caring to help those in need. Bring cans of soup to stock the shelves 
at the Hartford Food Pantry. 
 
Blood Drive 
St. Mary of the Hill hosts a blood drive Monday, Feb. 16, from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. Visit the parish website and 
scroll through the banner to find the link to schedule your time to 
donate. 
  
Mardi Gras 
Celebrate Mardi Gras at St. Mary of the Hill at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 17. It promises to be a night filled with food, fun, and families. 
Bring a dish to share. 
 
Ash Wednesday 
The Lenten season begins Wednesday, Feb. 18. Join us for Eucharistic 
Adoration from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., with Benediction and Mass at 6 p.m.  
 
Emmaus 90 Book Club 
This book club meets Saturdays at 9 a.m. at the Parish Center. See 
the website for more details. 
 
First Saturday Rosary 
Arrive at 3:30 p.m. the first Saturday of each month to pray the rosary 
before the 4 p.m. Mass. 
 
Tea Time with Mary 
Women of the parish are invited to Tea Time with Mary at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 24. .Make new friends and share your faith while en-
joying a cup of tea.  
 
All Saints Meal Program 
Volunteers are needed to prepare and distribute food to those in need 
on Thursday, Feb. 26. Please contact the parish for details. 
 
St. Dymphna Group 
This group meets the first and third Mondays at 1 p.m. They meet at 
Holy Hill on the first Monday and St Mary of the Hill on the third 
Monday. This group is meant for those dealing with mental illness 
and/or addiction. 
 
Frassati Youth Group 
Parish youth will gather Saturday, Feb. 21. 
 
Pastoral Council Elections 
Elections are April 11 and 12. Parishioners vote after Mass. 
 
Baby Bottle Collection 
From Mother’s Day through Father’s Day, baby bottles will be availa-
ble in the Parish Center. Collect your spare change or place a check 
in the bottle and return it to the Parish Center by June 20. Proceeds 
go to Seeds of Hope. 
 
Mass and Eucharistic Adoration 
Mass times are 4 p.m. on Saturdays and 7 and 9:30 a.m. Sundays. Eu-
charistic Adoration on most Wednesdays at 9 a.m. until Benediction 
and Mass at 6 p.m. Please check stmaryhh.org to confirm, or call 
262.673.7505. We hope to see you soon. 

(Baseball, continued from page 13) 
the season. This exciting event replaces our traditional end-of-
season picnic and will feature: 

• Sports trunk sale 

• Youth baseball scrimmages 

• Adult softball games 

• Live music 

• Home run derby 
 
June Tournaments 
Youth baseball 
tournaments re-
turn in June. Simi-
lar to last year, we 
are proud to host 
competitive and 
fun-filled week-
ends at the park. 
New this year is a 
Coach Pitch 
Round Robin on 
Saturday, June 20. 
 
Sunday Funday – 
New This Sum-
mer 
Looking for more 
ways to stay active 
and have fun? Join 
us for Sunday Fun-
day, featuring high 
school slow-pitch softball, adult softball and adult kickball. Regis-
tration is open. Gather your friends and join in the fun this summer. 
 
In Appreciation 
We extend a heartfelt thank you to our families, coaches, umpires, 
volunteers, sponsors, and community members. Your continued sup-
port and dedication are what make Erin Youth Baseball Club suc-
cessful year after year. We look forward to another incredible season 
at the park. 
 
Erin Youth Baseball Club Contact Information 
Club President: Andy Bath 
Email: erinrangersbaseball@gmail.com 
Website: www.erinrangers.com 
Facebook: erinbaseball 

 
St. Mary of the Hill Parish 
1515 Carmel Rd. Hubertus 
 

Come and see our beautiful new church at the base of 
Holy Hill. It took a fleet of faithful, and we got it done. 
Archbishop Jeffrey Grob celebrated an inspirational dedication Mass 
Dec. 14 with a full house of parishioners and many of the Discalced 
Carmelites. Join us for Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, or one of the 
events you see here. 
 
Blessing of Throats 
This St. Blaise-inspired blessing takes place after Mass the weekend 
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Notice to Town of Erin Veterans  
If you or anyone you know want a name enrolled on the Erin 
Veterans’ Memorial Monument, please contact one of the com-
mittee members: Patrick Hansen, 262-966-0837; Jeffrey Millikin, 
262-673-3682; Franklin Tennies, 262-673-2723; or Michael Eg-
gleston, 414-651-0875.  
 
To be eligible, you must be a resident or former resident of the 
Town of Erin and have a copy of DD-214, Honorable Discharge, 
or deployment orders by the federal government documenting 
your military history.  

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ—
Erin 
495 St. Augustine Rd., Colgate, WI 53017 
 

How to connect with us: 
Website - https://www.stpaulserin.org 
Email address - saintpaulserin.pastor@gmail.com 
Pastor Bonnie's phone no. - 262 416 5094 
Facebook - "St.Paul's United Church of Christ Erin" AND 
"St.Paul's Mission Maniacs" 
Office hours - Thursdays from noon to 6 p.m. 
 
Upcoming Events 
An Ash Wednesday service will be held February 18 at 7. 
 
On February 22 there is a chili lunch and pie sale from 11 a.m.
-2 p.m.. Select from many kinds of pies, all delicious! 
 
We will hold a combined Maundy Thursday and Good Fri-
day service on April 3rd. This is a very powerful time of wor-

ship.  
 
Our Sunday School students are very active and involved in 
the life of the church thanks to some dedicated teachers. 
Your children are always welcome.  
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1846 State Hwy. 83 
Hartford, WI 53027 

ERIN TOWNSHIP 
Phone: 262-673-3682   

www.erintownship.com 
 

Scheduled Meetings: 
Town Board-7 p.m. third Monday each month   

Plan Commission -7 p.m. first Monday each month 
 

Meetings held unless holidays or other  
conflicts arise 

For complete listing, see the website 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
TOWN BOARD MEMBERS 
Dennis Kenealy, Chair 262-357-4785 
chairman@erintownship.com   

Ken Priesgen 262-673-3682 
supervisorpriesgen@erintownship.com 

Austin Cordell 262-673-3682 
supervisorcordell@erintownship.com 
 

James Schwalbach 262-673-3682 
supervisorschwalbach@erintownship.com 

Mike Stapleton 262-673-2942 
supervisorstapleton@erintownship.com   

TOWN CLERK 
Carrie Bruha 262-673-3682 
clerk@erintownship.com  
Mon/Tues/Thurs 9-12 & 1-4 p.m. 
 
TOWN TREASURER 
Jacqueline Schaefer 262-673-3682  
treasurer@erintownship.com  
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
Road Contact: 262-673-3702 
Tree Emergencies: 414-750-9529 

ASSESSOR 
Catalis 
262-253-1142 
 

ZONING OFFICE 
262-673-3682 
zoning@erintownship.com  
Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m. 
 

BUILDING INSPECTOR 
Greg Darga / Mary Strankowski 
262-673-3682 
inspector@erintownship.com 
Monday 8-9 a.m. / Tuesday 12-1 p.m.  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Police Emergency.................................................. 911 

Washington County Sheriff .......... 262-335-4378 

Fire Emergency ..................................................... 911 

Ashippun Fire ................................... 920-474-4223 

Hartford Fire ...................................... 262-673-8290 

Richfield Fire ...................................... 262-628-1601 


